[image: image1.png]



CONSTITUENCY FOR AFRICA

RONALD H. BROWN AFRICAN AFFAIRS SERIES

Monday, September 22 – Monday, September 29, 2008
Washington, D.C.

“Challenges, Opportunities and Strategies for Building Unity
Amongst African Peoples Throughout the African Diaspora”
This year the Constituency for Africa (CFA) will partner with the Washington Office of the African Union and the Africa Region of the World Bank to organize and present the Ronald H. Brown African Affairs Series.  The 2008 RHB Series will focus on how the African Diaspora can participate and support the African Union’s Sixth Region initiative.  The following pages provide an overview of the proposed schedule of activities and events to be considered for the 2008 RHB African Affairs Series.  

The Ronald H. Brown African Affairs Series is planned and organized by the Constituency for Africa (CFA) each year in conjunction with the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation’s (CBCF) Legislative Conference.  The purpose of the Ronald H. Brown African Affairs Series is to: (1) educate, inform and engage the American public on critical challenges, issues and concerns facing Africa; (2) to help link Members of the Congressional Black Caucus and their staff to African challenges, issues and concerns; and (3) to promote a pro-active and sustainable U.S.-Africa foreign policy agenda.

In addition, the Ronald H. Brown African Affairs Series, which was named after the late Commerce Secretary Ronald H. Brown, acknowledges the significant contributions made by this champion for forging U.S. ties with Africa.  Ron Brown opened the doors of recognition on the importance of a U.S.-Africa relationship, highlighting trade and investment opportunities, traveling to Africa and supporting organizations seeking to educate, advocate and build ties with Africa.  Both Americans and Africans owe a deep debt of gratitude for his visionary efforts.  
The Constituency for Africa (CFA), an 18-year old non-profit 501(c)3 organization, presents the Ronald H. Brown African Affairs Series each year in conjunction with the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation’s (CBCF) Annual Legislative Conference in Washington, D.C.  CFA’s President and Chief Executive Officer is Melvin P. Foote, its Chairman of the Board is Elliott S. Hall and its Vice Chairman of the Board is the Honorable Jack Kemp.  For more information about the 2008 Ronald H. Brown African Affairs Series please contact David J. Saunders, CFA’s Director of Administrative and Management Services at telephone: (202) 371-0588; facsimile: (202) 371-9017; and/or E-mail address at: DSaunders@cfanet.org
CONSTITUENCY FOR AFRICA
316 F STREET, N.E., SUITE 101
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
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316 F Street, N.E. Suite 101, Washington, D.C. 20002

Tel: (202) 371-0588//Fax: (202) 371-9017

AS OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2008
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS FOR
2008 RONALD H. BROWN AFRICAN AFFAIRS SERIES

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 – MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2008 

Monday, September 22:

	African-American Unity Caucus (AAUC) Legacy Forum (9:00am-11:30am)
BY INVITATION ONLY AND RSVP REQUIRED AT INTERN_CFA@YAHOO.COM

	Theme:
	“Challenges, Opportunities and Strategies for Building Unity Amongst African Peoples Throughout the Diaspora”

	Venue:
	Howard University’s Armour J. Blackburn University Center
Forum Room (located in the rear left on the first floor) 

	Speakers:
	Dr. Julius W. Garvey (Son of the Honorable Marcus A. Garvey) Dr. Sulayman Nyang (Professor of African Studies, Howard University) and H.E. Dennis Antoine (Ambassador of Grenada and Dean of the Caribbean Diplomatic Corps)

	Moderator:
	Dr. Claire Nelson (President, Institute of Caribbean Studies and Member, African American Unity Caucus (AAUC))  

	Coordinators:
	African American Unity Caucus (AAUC) Secretariat
and Ralph J. Bunche International Affairs Center


	African Diaspora “Next Generation” Leadership Luncheon (12:00noon-1:30pm)

BY INVITATION ONLY AND RSVP REQUIRED AT INTERN_CFA@YAHOO.COM

	Theme:
	“The Role and Responsibility for Today’s Youth in Africa’s Future”

	Venue:
	Howard University’s Armour J. Blackburn University Center

Gallery Lounge (located on the right side of the first floor)

	Speaker:
	James M. Christian, Sr., (Principal, Christian & Associates)

	Moderator:
	Jeannine B. Scott (Senior Vice President, Africare and Coordinator, African American Unity Caucus (AAUC))

	Coordinators:
	African American Unity Caucus (AAUC) Next Generation Committee and Ralph J. Bunche International Affairs Center


	African Diaspora “Next Generation” Leadership Caucus (2:00pm-5:30pm)

RSVP REQUIRED TO: INTERN_CFA@YAHOO.COM

	Theme:
	“Empowering the Next Generation of Leaders in Africa”

	Venue:
	Howard University’s Armour J. Blackburn University Center

Rear Auditorium (located in the rear left on the first floor)

	Program:
	Viewing of Documentary Film and Group Discussion 

	Speakers:
	Kobina Aidoo (Film Documenter), Kevin Curry (Founder of the African and American Diaspora Collaborative (AADC) on the campus of Harvard University’s Kennedy School), and Eddie Burke (Public Affairs Team Member at British Embassy)

	Moderators:
	Adryan Wallace (Chairperson of the AAUC Next Generation Committee) and Angelique “Cindy” Mutombo (Executive Director, Black Professionals in International Affairs (BPIA) and Member, African American Unity Caucus)

	Coordinators:
	African American Unity Caucus (AAUC) Next Generation Committee, Black Professionals in International Affairs (BPIA) and Ralph J. Bunche International Affairs Center


	African Diaspora “Next Generation” Leadership Reception (6:30pm-8:30pm)

RSVP REQUIRED TO: INTERN_CFA@YAHOO.COM

	Theme:
	“Building Relationships on U.S.-Africa Foreign Policy Agenda”

	Venue:
	Capitol Hill – Rayburn House Office Building Room B-340

	Speaker(s):
	Members of Congressional Black Caucus (To Be Announced)

	Coordinator:
	African American Unity Caucus (AAUC) Next Generation Committee

	Special Guests:
	Members of the Congressional Black Associates (CBA)


	Institute for Caribbean Studies Forum (6:45pm-8:15pm)

BY INVITATION ONLY AND RSVP REQUIRED

TO: ICSDCORG@GMAIL.COM

	Theme:
	“Discussion on the Exoneration Campaign”

	Venue:
	Embassy of Jamaica located at 1520 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.

	Speakers:
	H.E. Anthony Johnson (Ambassador of Jamaica to the United States) and Dr. Julius Garvey (son of the Hon. Marcus Garvey)

	Coordinators:
	Institute for Caribbean Studies and Constituency for Africa


Tuesday, September 23:

	Ronald H. Brown Legacy Breakfast (8:30am-10:30am)

BY INVITATION ONLY AND RSVP REQUIRED AT INTERN_CFA@YAHOO.COM

	Theme:
	“Tribute to the Legacy of Ronald H. Brown”

	Venue:
	The Renaissance Mayflower Hotel – Chinese Room 

1127 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.

	Speakers:
	Hon. Rodney Slater (Partner, Patton Boggs Law Firm and former U.S. Secretary of the Department of Transportation in the Clinton Administration), Ms. Ingrid Saunders Jones (Chairperson, the Coca Cola Foundation), Michael A. Mallory (President, Ron Brown Scholar Program), and Michael Brown (son of Ronald H. Brown)  

	Co-Moderators:
	Constituency for Africa Board Members: Hon. Lauri J. Fitz-Pegado (Partner, The Livingston Group) and Singleton McAllister (Partner, LeClairRyan)

	Coordinators:
	The Coca Cola Company and CFA Board of Directors


	AAUC Next Generation Orientation at U.S. Peace Corps (11:00am-12:30pm)

BY INVITATION ONLY

	Theme:
	“Introductory Review of U.S. Peace Corps Africa Programs” 

	Venue:
	U.S. Peace Corps Headquarters (Director’s Conference Room) 1111 Twentieth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.

	Speakers:
	Henry McKoy (Africa Region Director, U.S. Peace Corps) and Bartel Kendrick (National Outreach and Diversity Manager, U.S. Peace Corps)

	Moderator:
	C.D. Glin (Vice President, Citizens Development Corps and Member, African American Unity Caucus (AAUC))

	Coordinator:
	U.S. Peace Corps and AAUC Secretariat


	Dr. Philip J. Rutledge Seminar on Africa (2:00pm-5:00pm)

RSVP REQUIRED TO: SFOSTER@NAPAWASH.ORG

	Theme:
	 “Leadership and Governance in Africa: Developing High Performing Public Administrators to Manage Economic Growth and Social Prosperity” 

	Venue:
	The National Academy of Public Administration (NAPA)

900 Seventh Street, N.W., Suite 600, Washington, D.C.


	Speakers:
	Dr. John-Mary Kauzya (Chief of Governance and Public Administration Branch, United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs), Dr. Charles Washington (National Academy of Public Administration (NAPA) Fellow), Dr. Berhanu Mengistu (Professor, Old Dominion University) and Melvin P. Foote (President & CEO, Constituency for Africa and Founder, African American Unity Caucus (AAUC))

	Moderators:
	Professor Sy Murray, (Chairman, African Working Group, National Academy of Public Administrators (NAPA)) and
Dr. Elsie L. Scott (President and Chief Executive Officer, Congressional Black Caucus Foundation (CBCF)) 

	Coordinators:
	AAUC Working Group on Governance, World Bank Africa Region, National Academy of Public Administration (NAPA) and Constituency for Africa


	CFA African Diaspora Leadership Reception (6:30pm-8:30pm)

RSVP REQUIRED TO: AT (202) 462-3614 OR FRONTDESK@AFRICARE.ORG

	Theme:
	“Building on the Legacy of Competent African Leadership”

	Venue:
	Africare House located at 440 R Street, N.W., Wash., D.C.

	Speakers:
	(TBD)

	Honorees:
	(TBD)

	Mistress of Ceremonies:
	Dr. Gloria B. Herndon (President of GB Herndon and Associates, Chairperson of American and African Business Women’s Alliance (AABWA) and Member of the African American Unity Caucus (AAUC)) 

	Coordinators:
	Africare, Constituency for Africa (CFA), AAUC Secretariat, and African Union Washington, D.C. Mission


Wednesday, September 24:

	Next Generation Tour of CBCF Annual Legislative Conference (9:00am-12noon)

BY INVITATION ONLY

	Theme:
	“Introductory Review of CBCF’s Annual Legislative Conference” 

	Venue:
	Washington Convention Center

801 Mount Vernon Place, N.W., Washington, D.C.

	Program:
	Schedule of Activities and Events To Be Determined

	Coordinator:
	AAUC Secretariat


	Sanctuary of Moses Project Luncheon on Capitol Hill (12noon-2:00pm)

RSVP REQUIRED TO: CLODAGHMICHEL@YAHOO.COM

	Theme:
	“Strategies for Addressing Issues of Child Labor in West Africa”

	Venue:
	U.S. Capitol (Room HC-7)

	Speakers:
	Dr. Ben K. Fred-Mensah (Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science at Howard University), Len Morris (Documentary Film Maker), and Former Congresswoman Carrie P. Meek (D-FL)

	Moderator:
	Carmen Morris (President, Sanctuary of Moses Project) 

	Coordinators:
	Sanctuary of Moses Project, Constituency for Africa (CFA), AAUC Secretariat and African Union Washington, D.C. Mission


	African Education Strategy Roundtable (1:00pm-3:00pm)

RSVP REQUIRED TO: INFO@WBG-IMFAFRICASOCIETY.ORG

	Theme:
	“Developing a Coordinated African Strategy for Youth and Education”

	Venue:
	The International Monetary Fund (IMF) Auditorium
[HQ1-Red Level] located at 700 Nineteenth Street, N.W. 

	Speakers:
	Beldina Auma (Chair, World Bank Group – IMF African Society), Dr. Obiageli “Oby” Ezekwesili (Director of the Africa Region at the World Bank), Dr. Sarah Moten (Director of Africa Education Initiative at the U.S. State Department), and Dr. Julie Sullivan (President of the International Foundation for Self-Help (IFESH)) 

	Moderators:
	Walker Williams (President, Leadership Africa-USA and Member, African American Unity Caucus (AAUC)) and Stan Straughter (Member, African American Unity Caucus (AAUC))

	Coordinators:
	International Foundation for Education and Self-Help (IFESH), Leadership Africa-USA, World Bank Group–IMF African Society


	AAUC African Policy Briefing (2:00pm-5:00pm)

RSVP REQUIRED TO: INTERN_CFA@YAHOO.COM

	Theme:
	“U.S.-Africa Policy Agenda and the Next Administration”

	Venue:
	National Press Club located at 529 Fourteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.  Meeting Room: First Amendment Lounge 

	Speakers:
	Spokesperson on U.S.-Africa Foreign Policy from Senator Barack Obama’s Democratic Transition Team: Dr. Witney Schneidman (Principal, Schneidman and Associates (former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for West Africa in the Clinton Administration)) and Senator John McCain’s Republican Transition Team: Dr. J. Peter Pham (Director of the Nelson Institute at James Madison University)

	Respondents:
	For the Democratic Response: Hon. Lauri J. Fitz-Pegado (Partner, The Livingston Group and AAUC Member (former Assistant Deputy and Director General, U.S. Department of Commerce in the Clinton Administration)) and for the Republican Response: Gregory Simpkins (Vice President, Leon H. Sullivan Foundation and AAUC Member (former Professional Hill Staffer with the Africa Sub-Committee – U.S. House of Representatives))

	Moderator:
	Ofield Dukes (President, Ofield Dukes and Associates)

	Coordinators:
	Constituency for Africa (CFA) and AAUC Policy Committee


	“Happy Hour” and Discussion of AAUC Plum Book Initiative (6:00pm-8:00pm)

OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC

	Theme:
	“Building Relationships on U.S.-Africa Foreign Policy Agenda”

	Venue:
	Ulah Bistro located at 1214 “U” Street, N.W., Wash., D.C.

	Program:
	Informal discussion and social networking session

	Cost:
	Drinks are $5.00 and Budweiser Beer is $2.00  (on your own)

	Coordinators:
	African American Unity Caucus (AAUC) and Black Professionals in International Affairs (BPIA)


Thursday, September 25:

	African Trade and Investment Roundtable (9:00am-12noon)

RSVP REQUIRED TO: INTERN_CFA@YAHOO.COM

	Theme:
	      “Strategies for the Next Administration to Encourage Trade      

      and Investment Opportunities in Africa”

	Venue:
	U.S. Capitol – Room H-137, Washington, D.C.

	Speakers:
	Charles “Mike” Williams (Principal of Trans-Atlantic Integrated Development Corporation, LLC), Hon. Florizelle Liser (U.S. Trade Representative for Africa), Carol Pineau (International Filmmaker and Journalist), Claude Fontheim (Chairman, Trade, Aid and Security Coalition) (TASC)), Jayme White (Legislative Director for Congressman Jim McDermott), Angela Ellard (Committee on Ways and Means, U.S. House of Representatives), Viji Rangaswami (Committee on Ways and Means, U.S. House of Representatives), Timothy J. Richards (Senior Manager, International Trade, General Electric), Marietta Bernot (Global Trade and Customs Advisor, Mars, Inc.), Rosa Whitaker (President, The Whitaker Group (TWG)), and Stephen Hayes (President, Corporate Council on Africa (CCA)) 

	Moderator:
	Gregory Simpkins (Vice President, The Sullivan Foundation and Member, African American Unity Caucus (AAUC))

	Coordinators:
	Constituency for Africa (CFA), Trade, Aid and Security Coalition (TASC) and U.S. Trade Representative Office for Africa (USTR-Africa) 


	AAUC Scholars Roundtable (10:00am-12noon)

BY INVITATION ONLY

	Theme:
	“Embracing Pan-African Scholarship in the African Diaspora”

	Venue:
	Howard University’s Ralph J. Bunche International Affairs Center located at 2218 Sixth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 

	Program Format:
	Introduction of Scholars Concept and Strategic Planning 

	Moderator:
	Ambassador Horace G. Dawson (Director, Ralph J. Bunch International Affairs Center at Howard University)

	Coordinators:
	Constituency for Africa (CFA), African American Unity Caucus (AAUC) Secretariat and Ralph J. Bunche International Affairs Center


	African Energy Roundtable (2:30pm-4:30pm)

RSVP REQUIRED TO: carolyn.haylock@hq.doe.gov

	Theme:
	“Addressing Africa’s Energy Challenges – The Role of the African Diaspora”

	Venue:
	Sheraton Four Points Hotel located at 12th and K Streets, N.W. (Meeting Room To Be Determined) 

	Speakers:
	Frank Stewart (President and COO, American Association of Blacks in Energy (AABE)), Hon. Alemayhu Tegenu (Minister of Mines and Energy, Republic of Ethiopia), George L. Person, Jr. (Director, Office of African and Middle Eastern Affairs, U.S. Department of Energy), Hon. Muktar Kedir (Vice President, Oromia Regional State, Republic of Ethiopia), Audifax Chomas (Senior Economic Officer, Embassy of Tanzania) and Melvin P. Foote (President and CEO, Constituency for Africa (CFA) and Founder of the African American Unity Caucus (AAUC))

	Moderator:
	Luddy Hayden (Director, AABE Institute and Member, African American Unity Caucus (AAUC))

	Coordinators:
	American Association of Blacks in Energy (AABE), U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), the Center for African Energy and Human Security (Greensboro, North Carolina), and the Constituency for Africa (CFA)


Friday, September 26:
	CBC African Foreign Affairs Braintrust (9:00am-1:00pm)

OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC

	Host:
	Congressman Donald M. Payne (D-NJ)

	Theme:
	“U.S.-Africa Policy and Ongoing Challenges in the 21st Century”

	Venue:
	CBCF Space at Washington Convention Center 801 Mount Vernon Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. (Meeting Room TBA)

	Speakers:
	The Honorable Dr. Jean Ping (Chairman of the African Union Commission) and His Excellency Jakaya Kikwete (President of the Republic of Tanzania)

	Coordinator:
	Congressional Black Caucus Foundation (CBCF)


	African Union’s Official Launch
African Diaspora Health Initiative (1:00pm-3:00pm)

BY INVITATION ONLY AND RSVP TO: JOSEPHA_MUSA@YAHOO.CO.UK 

	Theme: 
	“Improving the Health and Well-Being of Africans: The Role of Africans in the Diaspora”

	Venue:
	Grand Hyatt Washington Hotel 1000 H Street, N.W., Wash., D.C. Meeting Area: Independence FGHI/Corridor

	Speakers:
	H.E. Dr. Jean Ping (Chairperson of the African Union Commission) and Hon. Bience Gawanas (African Union Commissioner for Social Affairs)

	Moderator:
	Dr. Chinua Akukwe (Constituency for Africa Board Member)

	Coordinators:
	Constituency for Africa (CFA) and African Union Washington, D.C. Mission


	AAUC Women’s Caucus Strategy Roundtable (3:00pm-5:00pm)

RSVP REQUIRED TO: INTERN_CFA@YAHOO.COM

	Theme:
	     “Follow-Up Review of Report on The Role and Progress of African

Women in the Democratic Process on the African Continent”

	Venue:
	Africare House, 440 R Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.

	Speakers:
	Dr. Gwendolyn Mikell (Georgetown University), Dr. Jeanne Toungara (Howard University), and Hon. Vivian Lowery Derryck (Academy for Educational Development) 

	Moderator:
	Jeannine B. Scott (Sr. VP, Africare and AAUC Coordinator)

	Coordinators:
	African American Unity Caucus (AAUC) Women’s Caucus, Academy for Educational Development (AED), Africare and British Embassy’s Public Affairs Office


Saturday, September 27

	African American Unity Caucus (AAUC) Cultural Event (2:00pm-5:00pm)

OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC

	Theme:
	‘Tribute to the Culture of the African Diaspora”

	Venue:
	John A. Wilson Building’s Atrium Level
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.

	Presentation Groups/Speakers:
	Kankouran “The Spirit Lives On” Video Presentation; Orisade Awodola (President of the Ancestral Healing Institute) “Ancestral Healing Thru The Drums”; Dr. Germon Miller (Grand Master AKERU (African Cultural Arts and Discipline Sciences System)) “Afrikan Martial Arts Demonstration”), Andrew Laurence (President of the Ethiopian-American Cultural Center), and Shirley Rivens Smith (President, U.S.-Africa Sister Cities Foundation, Inc. and Member, African American Unity Caucus (AAUC))

	Moderator:
	Eurika Huggins Axum (African Diaspora Ancestral Commemoration Institute (ADACI) and Member, African American Unity Caucus (AAUC))

	Coordinators:
	African American Unity Caucus (AAUC) Secretariat, District of Columbia’s Office on African Affairs and District of Columbia’s Mayor’s Commission on African Affairs


Monday, September 29

	Constituency for Africa (CFA)

Board of Directors’ Meeting (9:00am-12noon)

BY INVITATION ONLY

	Theme:
	TBD

	Proposed Venue:
	Dykema Gossett Law Firm located at 1300 “Eye” Street, N.W., Suite 300 West, Washington, D.C.

	Speaker(s):
	TBD

	Coordinator:
	Constituency for Africa (CFA)


2008 Ronald H. Brown African Affairs Series List of Sponsors
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National Academy of Public Administration (NAPA)
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Ralph J. Bunche International Affairs Center

Ron Brown Scholar Program
Rutgers University’s Africana Studies Program

Sanctuary for Moses Project
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