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CFA DELEGATION MEETS WITH MR. DANIEL YOHANNES
NEW CEO OF THE MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION

The Constituency for Africa, led by the Chairman of the Board of Directors, Stanley L. Straughter and President Melvin P. Foote, convened a 22 person delegation for a meeting with Daniel Yohannes, the new Chief Executive Officer of the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC).  The CFA delegation was comprised of African-Americans and other Americans of African descent who lead Africa-focused organizations and groups.

CFA’s purpose for requesting this meeting was to hear from the new Millennium Challenge Corporation’s Chief Executive about his strategies for expanding MCC’s impacts in Africa and to discuss how African-Americans and other Africans from the Diaspora can partner with MCC in this regards.

Many ideas were discussed during the meeting which both groups agreed to vigorously follow-up on.  CFA’s Board Chairman, Stanley Straughter, was very pleased with the meeting.  Said Straughter, “we applaud President Barack Obama for appointing someone of the stature of Daniel Yohannes to lead this very important organization.  Mr. Yohannes clearly understands what will work in Africa and is committed to ensure all Americans have an opportunity to cooperate with MCC’s mission to encourage good governance and spur economic development on the African continent.”
The Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), a United States Government agency designed to work with developing countries, is based on the principle that aid is most effective when it reinforces good governance, economic freedom, and investments in people that promote economic growth and help eliminate extreme poverty.  For more information about the Millennium Challenge Account visit their web-site at www.mcc.gov.

Over the past nineteen years, CFA has established itself as one of the leading organizations in the United States committed to educating and mobilizing the U.S. public on matters pertaining to Africa.  As a result, CFA has done much to increase the level of cooperation and coordination among a broad-based coalition of American, African and international organizations, businesses, and individuals committed to the progress, development, and empowerment of Africa and African people.  In addition, CFA’s achievement in advocacy education and information dissemination has led to a greater understanding and awareness of Africa among all groups.

CFA has pioneered a highly touted series of Town Hall Meetings on Africa, which have taken place in numerous cities and towns across the country.  CFA Town Hall Meetings have enabled Americans across the country to better understand African policy issues and to participate in the policy formulation process.  CFA also organizes the Ronald H. Brown African Affairs Series each year in September in Washington, D.C., to coincide with the Congressional Black Caucus’s Annual Legislative Conference.  The Ron Brown Series serves as a unique platform for linking the CBC with African-focused organizations, African diplomats and policy-makers and the leadership of the grassroots community.  For more information about CFA visit their website at www.cfanet.org.
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